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EDITORIAL

It seems that students in
Q.E.S. only concentrate on
science subjects. As for lan-
guages, I am afraid we are not
doing too well.

The Prefects had organized
an English' Campaign but it
didn’t get whole-hearted sup-
port. . Of course, we have
never had a Chinese Cam-
paign.

All of us understand why
it is essential to handle our
languages properly. Let us
see what we can do to improve
our language standard.

The school authority is in
the best position to improve
our English. The language
laboratory is an ideal place for
English drills. Can the fre-
quency of using the laboratory
be increased?

Students should try to
speak more in English. One
major reason for the failure of
the English Campaign is that
students are far too shy. Most
students are afraid of being
teased by others. Actually
only narrow-minded people
will tease others for speaking
in English.  Listening to
English Channels on the radio
or television is another good

NN N NNND NN

with us.”

true.)

Houses.”

“I wish in the
next term, the
work of the
Houses will be
evenly distri-
buted among
the officials.”
(They have
indeed done

Prefects

too much.)

“I wish House officials have
closer connections with the
House masters and mistress-
es.” (You're right!)

“I wish to see more respon-
sible officials.”—club chair-
man (A bit too demanding?)
“And better attendance.” —
club official (That’s difficult!)
“More meetings, too.” —
member (That’s even more

difficult!)

A Typical Club

way to improve your English.
Practise speaking and listen-
ing English — you may not be
able to do much at the begin-
ning but you will improve
rapidly.

Besides learning a foreign
language it is equally import-
ant to perfect our mother
tongue. Of course all of us
can speak colloquial Chinese,
but we must improve it, refine
it, beautify it, so that we do
not find it hard to express
ourselves properly even in

Chinese. At the same time
we should avoid using ‘bad
language’ in speaking our
mother tongue.

We can improve our lan-
guage standard by reading
books, newspapers and maga-
zines. Our school library is a
good place to go to.

We can improve our lan-
guage standard by writing.
Don’t just write because your
teacher asks you to write.
Write whenever you have
something to say. The Jester
is always ready to accept your
contributions.

To learn languages well is
difficult, but after all, it is not
insurmountable.

7 g
g
Shis &
General Response Towards
Some Aspects of our School
life:
A bottle was lying on the
ground.
A: “Who’s that fellow that
threw the bottle around?”
B: “Oh, God! I nearly fell

down! Why is there no one
to pick it up?”’

“We wish all schoolmates would cooperate

“And everyone wears the proper uniform.”
(Dear prefects, we will make your wishes come

“I wish there will be better organisation of the

“I wish all examinations are
postponed to next year.”
(That’s also our wish.)

Working on it Night & Day

“I wish there will be a proper
classroom for L6B.” (Hasn’t
the school satisfied your wish
temporarily?)

“I wish white sweaters can be
regarded as proper school
uniform because the girls will

C: “Why are there always
empty bottles lying about?”
D: “Can our prefects do
something about these empty
bottles?”

E: “If this bottle belongs to,

me, I certainly will pick it"

u EE)

All sorts of comments were
made, yet the empty bottle
was still there.

Outsiders were playing Table-
tennis.

A: “How can they rob our
chance of playing the game?”
B: “It is unfair; we cannot
let them go on like this.”

Grey Trousers & White Sweaters

look brighter.” (Aren’t they
bright enough?)

“I wish the boys can wear
grey trousers throughout the
year so that they will not be
dirty-looking.” (Can you gua-
rantee that?)

“I wish there will be more
desks in the upper landing for
studying.” (Hm, don’t move
the desks and there will be
enough!)

“I wish there will be no more
outsiders during holidays to
disturb us.” (So is our wish!)

Sh! Let’s not Disturb Them

“I wish the football field will
be turned into a swimming
pool.” (Then where to play
football?)

“A canteen for us to have our
lunch.” (Splendid!)

C: “Who cares! I do not like
playing table-tennis.”

D: “The fact that I am not a
prefect implies that I can do
nothing about that.”

E: “I want to throw them
out but it is wiser for me to
stay neutral.”

F: “Who is the fool that
brings all these outsiders to
our school?”

It seems that our schoolmates
are prefect gentlemen and
ladies — they will not take
action against the outsiders.

Some Form V students are
studying in the school campus
before their examination with-
out having their school uni-
form on.

A: “Who is that madman
over there?”’

B: “He is not mad, he is one
of the Form V students!”
A: “But he has such a sweat-
er on!”

C: “I dare not look him full
in the face.”

D: “It gives me the impres-
sion that I am far behind
fashion.”

Chairs and desks have been
scattered about everywhere.

A: “Where have all the desks
one?”’

B: “Who are these students
that possess no sense of re-
sponsibility? When will they

“I wish the classrooms are
open earlier in the lunch

hour.” (For you to have a nap
there?)

“I wish the school library to
be enlarged, a chief librarian
in charge of the whole library,
more Chinese books and the
library opened at any time
during the school day and
summer holidays.” (How am-
bitious this is!)
“Air-conditioned class-
rooms.” (More comfortable
sleeps?)

“I wish the drinking fountain
will be improved because it’s
out of function so easily.”
(Must be the work of some
naughty students!)

“One more storey for the
school building for table-
tennis.”” (What a table-tennis
fanatic!)

Table-Tennis Fanatic

“Oh, more extra-curricular
activities — especially ball
games.”  (What energetic

ever learn?”’

C: “No feeling at all, I have
got accustomed to this.”

D: “Untidy; it is not some-
thing nice to see.”

E: “Everytime I have used
them, I have to spend a lot of
energy to pull them back to
their right position. It may
be good for health, but I do
not like it!”

Volleyball seems to have taken
the place of basketball.

A: “Itis easier to play volley-
ball; I mean we can play it
anywhere.”

B: “It’s just like a circle
game, a lot of fun.”

C: “We are always in danger
for the ball may hit us, any-
time, anywhere.”

D: “I think playing basket-
ball is more fun; I have been
playing for five years already.
I cannot imagine myself play-
ing volleyball instead.”

ANYONE INTERESTED?

There are vacancies in the
Hong Kong Telephone Com-
pany Limited for Trainee
Technicians, Clerks and Male
Night Operators. The pay is
quite good and anyone who is
interested should get in touch
with Mr. G. Kent.

NN

uys!)

“A debate in Chinese for the
junior forms.” (A good idea!)
“I wish the field to have a
more grassy look.” (Foot-
ballers kill it, alas!)
“Oh, more interesting post-
exam activities is what I
wish.” (You shall have them.)
“The Chinese books in the
library are really older than I,
so I wish to have more new
ones.” (Hey, they may mean
treasure.. . ..)
“See, they are going to camp
now! I wish, next year, even
the Form I students can go
camping.”’ (Patience, pati-
ence!)

Lovely Form-Ones

“I wish all prefects are gone
next year.”” (Where will all the
prefects go?)

* * *

The editorial board wishes
to see more of your opinions
and ideas through the Jester,
and to see you again fresh and
happy next term with all your
wishes fulfilled.
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LEARNING A THIRD LANGUAGE

Maria

‘Boujour, etudiants! Un,
deux, trois, quatre, cing, . ...
Voila vous comprenez’ The
beautiful young teacher con-
tinued her lesson enthusias-
tically.

Walking out of the nice
little classroom, discouraged,
depressed and puzzled, my
heart sank. “That’s my first
French lesson?! I can’t even
understand one single word.
Good Heavens!’

The next lesson, I was able
to answer ‘Out, je comprends’
and ‘Non, je ne comprends
pas’. That was to say I could
tell whether I understand my
teacher or not. I struggled
on, after three odd months I
was no longer a blind rat. I
began to understand a bit and
I even began to fall in love
with the language.

It was after my Certificate
of Education Examination
that the idea of learning a
third language came into my
mind. At first I just didn’t
want to waste my long vaca-
tion and learning another
language was most beneficial
for finding a good job at pre-
sent. So I took French and
stepped into that artistic I’Al-
liance Francaise.

French is not an easy lan-
guage. It differs from English
both in the accents as well as
in the constructions. Every
word has both its masculine
and feminine gender. The
verbs differ according to their
tenses and persons. It is
really hard to make out and
remember at first.

‘Comment allez-vous?’ the
teacher asked.

" ‘Je vais bien, merci,” some-
one replied.

‘Comment allez-vous a vo-
tre travail?’ the teacher turned
to me.

‘Je wvais bieu, merci’ I
answered confidently.

A burst of laughter shot
into my ears. I felt my face
hot. Then I knew the mistake
I had made. Actually the
first question was ‘How do
you do’ and the second one
was ‘By what means do you
go to your work’ and I had
answered ‘I am fine, thank
you!’ Alas! How great is the
difference between such few
words! Anyway I am really
beginning to learn. To be
sure I derive my interest from
the kind, cheerful and experi-
enced teachers there. 'They
teach French in French. You
simply float in such a French
atmosphere that you would
like to get through every
word. You are willing to
speak up in that beautiful
language.

I am no longer learning the
language for finding a job but
really to satisfy my deep in-

terest.  Moreover, I have
learnt not only the language
itself but have learnt to be
more open-minded. It gives
me back the courage I had
nearly lost. It makes me
aware that how limited my
scope of knowledge is. I have
classmates of different kinds,
some are the same as I am,
being students, others are of
different professions. They
come to learn something they
don’t know, something they
are going to know and some-
thing that is really worth
learning.

Fellow students, to learn a
third language is really fun.
May be you will find yourself
a little discouraged at the very
beginning but please take my
word — keep on trying, you
will taste the greatest satisfac-
tion you have ever had. Just
choose your own liking: Ja-
panese, Mandarin, German or
any kind. Don’t hesitate; set
off right now. Somehow you
will discover the fun yourself.
Till then ‘Bonne Chancel’
(Good Luck).

FUN AND LAUGHTER

Asajunior-high-school tea-
cher distributed the first re-
port cards of the year, she
noticed that one blond teen-
ager was scowling. ‘“What’s
the matter? Aren’t you satis-
fied with your marks?” She
asked.

“I certainly am not,”
the girl.

“You gave me an F in sex
and I didn’t even know I was
taking it!”’

Who is mad?

French author Alexander
Dumas occasionally lost pati-
ence with his old servant, who
was not overly respectful.
Once after the man had ignor-
ed an order, he cried out,
“My God, are you mad or am
I?))
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said

said the other.

“Surely you would not hire
a servant who is mad!”
Relativity

George used to explain the
Einstein theory of relativity to
Gracie Allen this way: “It’s
like a man kissing a girl for
a minute and it seems like
only one second. But to a
man sitting on a hot stove for
one second, it seems like a
whole minute.”
Hygiene

During a typhoid epidemic
in Germany caused by pollut-
ed water, U.S. Army officials
insisted that high standards
of water purification be main-
tained. One order stated in
full:

“All ice cubes will be boiled
before using.”

—Captain Willis E. Lorey

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO AS A STUDENT?

Have you ever thought
about why there should be
schools, students and tea-
chers? These are surely the
products of human civiliza-
tion. Yet what makes men
spend so much time, money
and energy in setting up com-
plicated education systems?

We can understand the
matter better if we consider
briefly the history of the
development of man. Man
can improve his living only if
he acquires and .develops
upon the store of knowledge
left behind by his predeces-
sors. Won’t you agree that
we have developed our magni-
ficent Jumbo Jets from the
first simple aeroplane?

Since knowledge is being
built up at a fast rate, every
individual must set aside a
certain period in his life,
usually in his earlier years, to
learn at least part of the
knowledge being stored up.
From experience, the best
way to distribute the store of
knowledge is to establish
schools where young people
are taught by older people.

Obviously, the duty of a
student is to acquire know-
ledge so that he can in future
serve the world. But what

should he learn?

To prepare himself for
society he must acquire cer-
tain basic techniques and
knowledge. He must learn
some simple fundamental laws
of nature and the brief history
of human beings, so as to
be able to understand easily
things around him and the
world he lives in. He must
acquire certain linguistic abil-
ities so that he can express his
ideas fluently. Last of all,
he must study certain human
inventions and techniques, in-
cluding writing a drama plot
to constructing a rocket, so
that he has actually got some-
thing to serve the world.

All the above knowledge
can be acquired through
books with the help of tea-
chers. But is that enough?
Of course not. How can a
man serve the world if he
cannot communicate properly
with others? How can he
follow a line of action if he
cannot think clearly in his
daily life? How can he live
happily in the world if he can
neither lead nor cooperate
with others? As a result, he
must learn the proper ways of
manners, conversation and
many others. To be able to

exchange ideas with others, he
must try to understand others
and make himself understood.
He must know how to per-
suade others to believe in him.
He must acquire the ability
to think critically and make
proper judgements. He must
understand the way to be a
leader as well as the way to
cooperate with others.

15’74?

But how can he learn all
these in his schooldays? There
is only one way: he must
participate whole-heartedly in
activities which involve a
large number of people. In
the activities he will, through
trial and error, failure and
success, learn all these.

But in what kind of activit-
ies should he participate? In
the school these activities
should include the running of
clubs and associations; carry-
ing out certain projects like
bazzars; serving his school-

mates like working in the
school library; and many
others. It is most desirable
if the teachers help the stu-
dents in their activities.

How about outside the
school? This is an aspect
neglected by many students.
They forget that they are part
of the community and they
isolate themselves from the
community without knowing
it. A student should in fact
keep in touch with the society
outside his school. Isn’t it
funny to say that a student
who has never tried to under-
stand the community can
help running it the day he
leaves school?

What can a student do to
keep in touch with the com-
munity? He must read news-
papers, so that he knows what
is going on. He must find
opportunities to meet people

‘outside the school. He should

find out what the life of a
farmer, a fishman, a factory,
an office worker, a policeman,
an engineer is like. He should
share and contribute to social
functions, like blood dona-
tion, fund raising, and others.
Only by doing so can a stu-
dent really grasp what he is
going to so after his school-
days.

Obviously the kind of edu-
cation in Hong Kong stresses
learning from books at the
expense of activities. We
have got so many examina-
tions to go through, how can
we be expected to spend time
on activities?

DEBATES IN QES

Observer L6B

All of you have noticed
posters and circulars of the
inter-house debate competi-
tion held in May. The teams
which took part had tried
their best. The only disap-
pointment is that their efforts
had not been met with a large
audience — you did not sup-
port them.

Very probably you have
heard something about de-
bates but are not very sure
what there is in a debate. In
fact out of ten QES students
only three or four have ever
tried to make out what a
debate is. It is boring to give
here an account of the pro-
cedures in a debate. You can
ask your English teacher
about this. What may be of
greater interest is the value of
taking part in debates.

Have you never felt that
you cannot express some of
your ideas clearly? Have you
never been irritated by your
failure in impressing others
about something — like im-
pressing your parents how
important it is to spend days
in the camp? Have you never
hated yourself for being ner-
vous in saying something to
a group of people—remember
how you shake all over in your
oral examination?

Actually all of us cannot
avoid these troubles. The
only thing we can do is to
practise constantly in express-
ing ourselves, developing ways
to impress others, and speak-
ing to a group of people. In

a debate you learn all these
techniques. You learn how
to express your ideas in con-
cise and effective terms. You
learn how to argue logically.
You learn what words and
phrases are to be used. You
learn to get hold of your
audience with your counten-
ance, voice and eye.
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We Need Your Support

Besides learning a lot, you
can also get great fun in a
debate. This is especially
true if you are a speaker for
your team. You group to-
gether to discuss the topic so
as to prepare for the debate.
In the preparation you begin
to feel the pleasure of under-
standing one another. You
seem to know what your
teammates are going to say
without a single word from
them. You understand them
and they understand you.

When you sit with your
group before the audience,
you feel the power of co-
operation. You present your
arguments, which are then
attacked, but your teammates
will help you in counter-
attacking your opponent. With
this attack and defence going
on continuously, you enjoy
the debate.

As a member of the audi-
ence, you can enjoy a debate
in another way. You decide
whether the arguments are
valid. You decide whether
the attacks are justified and
well-aimed. You know that
you are learning all the time
in a debate, and you feel
happy.

It is time now to see why
debates have not been popular
in QES. The reason is that
the young schoolmates have
not got themselves involved
in debates. The lower form
schoolmates find the topics in
the inter-house debate too
sophisticated and high sound-
ing. They form the opinion
that debates are only for older
boys and girls. So they could
not care less and would rather
spend the time in a cinema.

When they grow up into
older boys and girls they are
already deeply prejudiced
against debates.

This trend can be corrected
if the younger schoolmates
are encouraged to take part in
debates. Class debates held
in English lessons arranged
by the teachers would be quite
effective. Perhaps the first
several debates can be held in
Chinese so that the students
can get accustomed to speak-
ing out their ideas. They may
be too shy to speak out in
English to start with!

The present world needs
cool heads. Perhaps by en-
couraging debates in QES,
such a quality can be incul-
cated into more people who
will then be able to serve the
population better.






